Found Cat

WHEN SHOULD
YOU BRING A CAT
TO A SHELTER?

This chart can help determine if you’ve found a …
Stray Cat: a cat with identifiable signs of ownership who has been abandoned or lost.
or
Community Cat: a free-roaming outdoor cat without identifiable signs of ownership.
Is the cat sick or injured?

No

Is the cat missing a small portion
(1/4-1/2 inch) of the tip of one ear?

No

Yes

Yes
Unsure

A community cat is an
outdoor, free-roaming cat
without identifiable signs of
ownership. The best approach
for healthy community cats is
to spay/neuter and vaccinate
them, and then quickly return
them to their outdoor homes.
To bring a community cat
in for spay/neuter, please
contact us to make an
appointment.

Bring to the shelter or
contact us for assistance.

The cat does not need to come to the shelter. An ear tip indicates
this is a free-roaming community cat who has been spayed/
neutered, vaccinated and returned to their outdoor home.

Does the cat have a collar, microchip or
other sign of ownership?

No

Yes

To determine if the cat is really lost, try to
contact the owner. Visit sdhumane.org/lost for
resources and to report a found cat. If you need
to bring the cat to the shelter, please contact us.

If the cat is friendly, they probably live in the
neighborhood and may be a community cat,
an owned pet who is allowed to spend time
outdoors or lost. Refer to the “Yes” and “No”
answers for more information.

San Diego Campus and El Cajon Campus: 619-279-5085
Escondido Campus: 619-299-7012, ext. 2737 • Oceanside Campus: 619-299-7012, ext. 2000

Visit sdhumane.org/communitycats to learn more!
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Contact Us! If you find a cat who needs to be brought to the shelter, contact your closest San Diego Humane Society campus.
Reservations are required to drop off community cats. Trap rentals are available for a refundable deposit of $75, and we offer training!
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